NEW MILLS TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the EXTRAORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING of NEW
MILLS TOWN COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall,
New Mills Derbyshire, on 30th January 2017, starting at 19:00hrs.
Present :Cllr Bate (in the Chair), Cllr Ashton, Cllr Atkins, Cllr Brumhead,
Cllr Dowson, Cllr Lamb, Lesley Bramwell (Town Clerk),
Sue Mycock (Minute Taker)
7 Members of the Public were also present.
The Meeting was recorded for the accuracy of the minutes. Meetings
open to the public may be recorded by representatives of the media
or by members of the public.
Any persons intending to record this meeting are requested not to
film the public seating area and to respect the wishes of members
of the public who have come to speak at a meeting but do not wish
to be filmed; and are reminded that it is not permitted for oral
commentary to be provided during a meeting.
The Chairman of the meeting may ask people to stop recording and
leave the meeting if they act in a disruptive manner.
PART I – NON CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION (PUBLIC IN
ATTENDANCE)
2017/015 To receive and accept apologies for absence
(Agenda Item 1)
Apologies were received from Cllr Allen, Cllr Whewell
2017/016 Variation of order of business
(Agenda Item 2)
NONE
2017/017 Declaration of Members Interests
(Agenda Item 3)
a) NONE
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b) NONE
2017/018 Public Speaking
(Agenda Item 4)
a) No member of the public wished to speak.
b) There was no Police Liaison Officer (PLO) present.
There was no County Councillor present.
Cllr Ashton explained the Government’s future funding of Local
Councils. He informed the meeting that High Peak Borough
Council’s (HPBC) finances will be somewhat squeezed.
c) NONE
2017/019 To consider and agree the budget for 2017/18
(Agenda Item 5)
The Chair introduced this Item and explained the layout of the
proposed budget document:Page 1
Page 2
Pages 3/4/5

-

Summary
Estimated Income
Estimated Expenditure

He informed the meeting that the previously discussed budget
figures had been updated as much as possible by the Responsible
Financial Officer (RFO); the figures are estimates as this is a
projection using information currently available, but that there were
no substantial structural changes.
The Chair highlighted the increase of 3% in the Precept
(Item 4075) and the slight reduction in the HPBC Council Tax
Support Grant (Item 4077), and that currently there is a predicted
shortfall, but that ultimately the budget would have to be balanced.
There was discussion about some of the estimated figures, both
income and expenditure. The Chair explained that the RFO had
included as many estimates as possible.
The Clerk stated that she is working hard to make savings for NMTC
where possible and increasing income into NMTC.
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The Clerk highlighted:a) the large reduction in energy costs by changing suppliers and
negotiating a beneficial package for a year for the Town Hall,
Heritage Centre (HC) and High Lea Hall - this will be reviewed at
the end of the contract period.
b) That she is trying to regain the cleaning and caretaking contract
for New Mills Library with Derbyshire County Council (DCC).
c) 4025 - DCC have taken back all mowing contracts and the
Thornsett mowing income figure for 2017/2018 will need to be
removed.
Cllr Brumhead spoke about donations to the HC (4051). He wished
to discuss donations being credited directly to the HC, not included
in NMTC’s general budget. He gave an overview of a system which
had been used for donations several years ago, which he would like
to be reviewed and possibly reinstated.
The Clerk reminded the meeting that any monies coming into NMTC
has to be accounted for under the proper financial procedure.
It was agreed that Cllr Brumhead, the Clerk and the RFO would
arrange to meet and that Cllr Brumhead would provide the relevant
Heritage Centre Management Committee Minutes and any other
information relating to any previously approved system for
recording donations.
There was discussion about the need to tightly control the budget
and whether a previous arrangement of sub-committees to monitor
budgets throughout the year should be considered. Cllr Bate said
that this could be discussed at a later date.
Cllr Bate said the budget figures, both individually and overall, are a
work in progress.
Cllr Ashton felt that, like many estimated budgets, the actual deficit
could be less than estimated.
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It was RESOLVED that NMTC accept this budget including a 3%
precept increase using the current budget figures with the RFO
clarifying at a future meeting the following:4025 - Thornsett Mowing
4062 - Registrar’s Office Rent
7808 - Orchard
And any other items which have been queried.
5 votes FOR, 0 ABSTENTIONS, 1 vote AGAINST
2017/020 To resolve to accept the Co-option Policy for New
Mills Town Council - Councillor Bate
(Agenda Item 6)
Cllr Bate introduced this item to discuss an updated Co-option
Policy, which had been circulated, and differed from the previously
adopted Co-option Policy (see Min No 2016/391).
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There was debate about the validity of the Resolution of Min No
2016/391 as to whether there should have been a Motion
presented not a Resolution, and if the Resolution was invalid, how
to correct the decision.
Cllr Lamb wished it to be noted that she felt Standing Orders had
been ignored and that it was difficult for inexperienced Councillors
to follow procedures. She stated that she did not accept the Cooption Policy put forward in December 2016 nor any revision and
would, therefore, not be voting.
Following discussion.
It was RESOLVED the Council authorise the Clerk to consult the
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) only as to whether the
original action to adopt a Co-option Policy by Resolution (Min No
2016/391) was a proper legal action; and to seek advice how to
proceed with either rescission or a declaration of the Resolution
(Min No 2016/391) as null and void.
Cllr Dowson called for a named vote.
FOR

Cllr Dowson, Cllr Brumhead

ABSTENTIONS Cllr Bate, Cllr Ashton, Cllr Atkins, Cllr Lamb
AGAINST

NONE

It was RESOLVED to close the meeting at 20.31
6 votes FOR, 0 ABSTENTIONS, 0 votes AGAINST
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